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Presidents Message

| want to welcome Kathy Tam as our
new Scissortail editor! Kathy will wel-
come your articles, ideas and comments
as she takes over the newsletter. | now
need to give Kathy an even bigger stick
than | gave former editor Laurie Ribitzki
so she can beat out a timely president’s
message from me!

Thank Yous. As we end our program
year, | want to again thank all our mem-
bers, committees and officers for all the
great work you do. This past year was
probably the busiest in TAS history and
the board even decided to meet monthly
this past year to stay on top of our many
projects.

Laurie Ribitzki, Carol Eames and John
Fisher are stepping down from the
board, and joining are Kathy Tam, Bob
Germany and Martin Brown. | also want
to welcome Shirley Jones as our new
publicity chair. As usual, | don’t have
room to mention individually all the won-
derful folks who helped make this a
great year but | want you all to know you
have the thanks of myself and all TAS
members. | do want to make a special
shout out to our Treasurer Mary Jack-
son. Her workload has increased as
TAS is handling the finances for the OK
Audubon Council and the Prairie-
Chicken Festival. She has done a great
job handling the new work.

TogetherGreen Volunteer Days. Our
biggest challenge, and opportunity, was
the $7,000 TogetherGreen grant we re-
ceived from National Audubon. This is a
program funded by Toyota to provide

opportunities to get more people in-
volved in conservation activities. The
seven events we had were all great suc-
cesses. Our habitat improvement days
at Oxley Nature Center drew in over 100
new volunteers, including several hard-
working Girl Scout Troops, Jenks High
School students, AmeriCorps and other
members of the community. The funding
was a key to the success of the Lesser
Prairie-Chicken Festival and contributed
to our best ever Garden Tour.

Thank You to all the volunteers who
joined us this past year.

The TAS Board also decided we would
continue many of these events in the
future. We also applied for another
2009-2010 TogetherGreen grant and |
am pleased to announce we were again
selected!

Garden Tour. This year’s tour was the
most successful ever with over 700 par-
ticipants! Thank you to the homeowners
for sharing their yards, and the entire
committee for all the year-round work
involved in making this event a success.
Check the web site for pictures of the
gardens.

Purple Martin Festival. Every summer
a true wildlife spectacle takes place in
downtown Tulsa - A summer Purple
Martin roost with between 100,000-
250,000 birds. Purple Martins are highly
social birds and after leaving their nest-
ing colonies form large, communal
roosts where they sleep at night prior to
and during migration. Downtown Tulsa
has had a roost since the early 1980’s.
Last year summer TAS hosted our first
Purple Martin Roost Watches, drawing
almost 200 people downtown to observe

this spectacle. This year on August 15
we are planning another event, a Purple
Martin Festival. The exact location will
depend on where in downtown the Mar-
tins decide to roost, so watch for an
email update or the website for the exact
details.

Lesser Prairie-Chicken Festival. While
this was not technically a TAS event,
most of the TAS Board was actively in-
volved in the planning. | am pleased to
report it was a great success. We had
well over 100 paid participants from 16
states, including Alaska, and two Cana-
dian provinces. The rain proved very
challenging but everyone got to see the
chickens, had a chance to help save the
chickens by marking fences, and went
home with a great adventure story. Be
sure to read more about it and see pic-
tures on www.okaudubon.org, which has
links to many blog entries from our
speakers and other participants.

Festival Scholarships. Congratulations
to Cameron Cox and Aaron Sharp, who
were awarded $350 student scholar-
ships to the LPC Festival. Cameron’s
article is included in this newsletter.

Bird Seed Sale. Watch for the 2009
seed sale in early September. | also
have a new supply of freeze-dried meal
worms available now.

Email Updates. If you are not already
getting them, please sign up for the TAS
email alerts. It is normally a monthly
email with upcoming events and updates
on conservation issues. Just send your
email to johnkennington@cox.net and
ask to be added to the TAS email list.
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July 12 Sunday Afternoon Outing-A short visit to a local birding area. Meet at 6:00 PM at the Tulsa Garden Center. Con-
tact John Kennington (918) 809-6325.

August 15 Saturday Purple Martin Festival Exact location to be announced depending where the martins decide to roost. Con-
tact John Kennington (918) 809-6325.
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A Weekend in Woodward
By Cameron Cox
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It was late afternoon on a Friday, and | had just gotten out of school when my dad pulled up in his car. | got in and we got on
the highway and drove for about three hours. We were headed for Woodward Oklahoma, to participate in the Lesser Prairie
Chicken Festival. | had won a contest from the Audubon Society that would pay for most of the expenses, by writing an es-
say. As soon as we got to Woodward and found our hotel, we joined the meet and greet and picked up our gift bags.

The next day we got up at five in the morning to go on a birding expedition to several wildlife refuges around Woodward. Our
leader, Eric, was very friendly and knowledgeable about the birds in the area, and knew right where to find them. A young
birder, named Nohl, in our group even spotted a Northern Parula right off the bat, a bird | hadn’t ever seen before. We saw
lots of other cool birds also, such as the Louisiana Waterthrush, Yellow-headed Blackbirds, and Swainson’s hawk. At our
stop in the Selman Ranch there was a miniature salt lake on which we spotted one or two Snowy Plovers, an endangered
species, that let us watch them for about a half hour. | should also point out that it had rained a lot in the days before our trip,
and the dirt roads were quite muddy. For this reason we had all piled into three SUV’s, two of which got stuck in the mud, so
we took turns being shuttled back and forth in the remaining car. After seeing the Plovers and shore birds, half our group got
in the SUV to be taken back to the cars, while my half of the group was led by Eric in search of the extremely elusive Rock
Wren. We each caught a glimpse of the bird and afterwards got in the car to be shuttled back to the other SUV’s. We arrived
back in Woodward at about noon and part of us decided to head out to a prairie dog town in search of a Burrowing Owl. We
hiked down a trail that was slightly hilly and on our way we saw two deer, a Meadowlark, and possibly a small lizard. When
we finally arrived at the prairie dog town we quickly spotted about fifteen or twenty prairie dogs, and after much searching we
spotted a Burrowing Owl. Once we decided that it was time to leave we began hiking back to our cars, and all of the sudden
it started raining, so we ran to our cars and headed back to Woodward. That evening everyone at the festival gathered for a
banquet and listened to Sharon Stitler and other speakers talk about their funny stories involving birds. The steak at the ban-
quet was juicy and delicious, and the cake was very chocolaty and scrumptious. It all made for an awesome and exciting day
in Woodward.

On Sunday, we had to get up at four-thirty in the morning in order to get into some blinds set up on the lek. We didn’t have
time to eat much, but I'm glad because we spent about two hours in the van waiting for half of our group to arrive in their
SUV’s. The reason is because the night before it had rained profusely, and the mud had only gotten deeper than it already
was the day before. We got in the SUV’s and headed for the leks as quickly as we could, because it was already light out-
side. Finally we got to the lek and sneaked inside our blinds, unsuccessfully, but luckily the chickens returned within ten min-
utes. We spent the better part of the next two hours watching the Prairie Chickens dance and call to each other. It was sim-
ply amazing and I'm sure | will never forget the experience. The chickens dispersed at about nine o’clock and we all headed
to Sue Selman’s home for an exquisite homemade breakfast fit for a king.

| would recommend this trip to anyone who likes cool and colorful birds (and to anyone who likes homemade breakfasts,
yum!). So come to next year’s Lesser Prairie Chicken Festival, relax, have fun, and see some really unique and awesome
birds!

TULSA AUDUBON SOCIETY OFFICERS : President - John Kennington Vice-President - Gail Storey Secretary - Anita
Mitchel Treasurer - Mary Jackson Recorder - Paul Ribitzki Directors: Jay Pruett, Jim Mitchell, Gary Siftar, Martin
Brown, Kathy Tam, Bob Germany

TAS Website: www.tulsaaudubon.org

“Tulsa Scissortail” is the quarterly newsletter of the Tulsa Audubon Society, a chapter of the National Audubon Society,

P.O. Box 2476, Tulsa, OK 74101. As the “Scissortail” newsletter goes to the printer two weeks before the date of issue, the editor
needs items for that issue at least a week before going to press (For Summer 2009, that will be early June). We are always looking
for a good nature story.

e-mail: buckskinhawk@hotmail.com Kathy Tam, Editor
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Cackling Goose
Lesser Scaup
Common Loon
Osprey

Osprey

Ferruginous Hawk
Swainson's Hawk
Peregrine Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Piping Plover
Black-necked Stilt
Spotted Sandpiper
Stilt Sandpiper

Inca Dove
White-winged Dove
White-winged Dove
White-winged Dove
Common Poorwill
Alder Flycatcher
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
Bank Swallow

Bank Swallow

Bank Swallow

Cliff Swallow
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Ovenbird
Blackburnian Warbler
Black-throated Green
Blue-winged Warbler
Blue-winged Warbler
Cape May Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler

Orange-crowned Warbler
Orange-crowned Warbler

Palm Warbler

Palm Warbler

Palm Warbler

Palm Warbler

Palm Warbler
Worm-eating Warbler
Dark-eyed Junco
Chipping Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Black-headed Grosbeak
Brewer's Blackbird
Western Meadowlark

County
05/02/09 2 Tulsa
05/26/09 12 Tulsa
05/27/09 2 Tulsa
03/25/09 1 Tulsa
05/27/09 1 Tulsa
03/10/09 1 Tulsa
03/24/09 1 Tulsa
04/10/09 1 Tulsa
05/01/09 1 Tulsa
05/01/09 1 Tulsa
05/02/09 1 Tulsa
05/01/09 2 Tulsa
04/05/09 1 Tulsa
04/09/09 1 Osage
04/15/09 1 Tulsa
05/03/09 1 Pawnee
03/23/09 1 Rogers
05/02/09 1 Tulsa
05/03/09 1 Tulsa
05/11/09 1 Creek
05/03/09 1 Tulsa
03/04/09 1 Tulsa
03/24/09 1 Tulsa
04/12/09 1 Tulsa
04/12/09 2 Tulsa
05/26/09 1 Tulsa
03/23/09 8 Tulsa
03/16/09 2 Creek
05/26/09 1 Tulsa
05/26/09 1 Tulsa
05/26/09 1 Tulsa
04/27/09 1 Tulsa
05/06/09 1 Tulsa
05/15/09 1 Tulsa
05/02/09 1 Wagoner
05/26/09 2 Tulsa
05/14/09 1 Tulsa
05/16/09 1 Tulsa
04/28/09 2 Tulsa
05/02/09 1 Tulsa
05/02/09 1 Tulsa
05/03/09 1 Tulsa
05/09/09 1 Tulsa
04/17/09 1 Tulsa
05/02/09 1 Tulsa
03/03/09 8 Tulsa
03/17/09 1 Tulsa
04/25/09 1 Osage
04/25/09 1 Tulsa
05/02/09 1 Tulsa
05/02/09 4 Osage
05/02/09 1 Tulsa
05/02/09 1 Tulsa
05/02/09 1 Tulsa
05/02/09 1 Wagoner
05/02/09 2 Tulsa
05/03/09 1 Pawnee
05/03/09 1 Tulsa
05/11/09 1 Tulsa
05/18/09 1 Rogers
05/07/09 1 Rogers
05/02/09 2 Tulsa
05/02/09 1 Tulsa

Location

Tulsa BDC, Area 12

Tulsa, Lake Yahola

Tulsa, Lake Yahola

Tulsa, Oxley North Woods
Tulsa, Lake Yahola

Bixby sod farms

Bixby sod farms

Turkey Mountain Park

Bixby sod farms

Tulsa, 56th St North sod farms
Tulsa BDC, Area 5

Tulsa, 56th St North sod farms
Tulsa, Oxley Nature Center
Lake Keystone, Sand Creek
Tulsa, Pine & Mingo creek
Lake Keystone area residence
Catoosa residence

Tulsa BDC, Area 9

Tulsa, N Sheriden & Apache
Lake Keystone area

Tulsa, Oxley Nature Center
Tulsa, 51st St, E of Garnett Rd
Tulsa, 41st & Garnett Rd
Tulsa, Lake Yahola

Tulsa, Lake Yahola

Tulsa, 31st St & Riverside Dr
Tulsa, 71st St & Riverside Dr
Lake Keystone, Salt Creek
Tulsa, 31st St & Riverside Dr
Tulsa, 31st St & Riverside Dr
Tulsa, 31st St & Riverside Dr
Tulsa, 31st St & Riverside Dr
Tulsa, Oxley North Woods
So Tulsa residence

Broken Arrow residence
Tulsa, 31st St & Riverside Dr
Tulsa, 31st St & Riverside Dr
Tulsa, 31st St & Riverside Dr
So Tulsa County

Tulsa BDC, Area 7

Tulsa BDC, Area 12

Tulsa, Oxley Nature Center
Sand Springs residence

So Tulsa residence

Tulsa BDC, Area 2

North Tulsa Prairie

North Tulsa County
Keystone Lake residence
Sand Springs residence

Tulsa BDC, Area 5

Keystone Lake residence
Tulsa BDC, Area 7

Tulsa, Plaza Tract Park

Tulsa BDC, Area 1

Broken Arrow residence
Tulsa BDC, Area 10

Lake Keystone area residence
Tulsa, Mohawk Park

So Tulsa County residence
Owasso residence

Owasso residence

Tulsa BDC, Area 14

Tulsa BDC, Area 12

—

Observer(s)

/:Cf\\
\q(/v > ‘7@
o) ,

S Tramel, et al

T Mitchell

T Mitchell

B Carrell

T Mitchell

J Loyd,J Driskell

J SingletaryJ Barto

B Carrell

B Carrell

P Seibert,J Loyd

B Carrell

P Seibert,J Loyd

B Carrell

J Singletary, S Jones
B Carrell

P Ribitzki

G Tipton

C Browning, et al

B Carrell

T O'Connell's student
T Mitchell, et al

L Ribitzki

T Mitchell

B Carrell

T Mitchell

Tues Morning Birders
B Carrell

J Fisher

Tues Morning Birders
Tues Morning Birders
Tues Morning Birders
J Singletary

T Mitchell

J Singletary

S Raley

Tues Morning Birders
M Mutzig

K Williams, et al
Tues Morning Birders
B Gard, et al

S Tramel, et al

T Mitchell et al

F Sandford

D Joyce

T Mainer, et al

Tues Morning Birders
Tues Morning Birders
B Gallagher

T Curtis

B Carrell

B Gallagher

B Gard, et al

P Seibert

P Seibert, et al

S Raley

T Mitchell

P Ribitzki

T Mitchell, et al

K Tam

J Mitchell

C Williams

B Scott, et al

S Tramel, et al
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Tulsa Audubon Society
P.O. Box 2476
Tulsa, OK 74101

NAS/TAS Introductory Membership Form

Membership in the National Audubon Society provides membership in
the Tulsa Audubon Society. Members receive six issues each of Audu-
bon magazine and four issues of the Tulsa Scissortail.

Name
Address
City

Zip Phone

Email:

Please check:
_ %201 yr Introductory __ $30 2 yr Introductory
___$15 1 yr Student/Senior School/Grade:

__ Check enclosed, payable to: National Audubon Society
Please write T01/7XCH on your check
__Please bill me

OR
TAS Local Membership

Local membership in the Tulsa Audubon Society includes four issues of
the Tulsa Scissortail.

___$10 Local membership, check enclosed
payable to: Tulsa Audubon Society

Mail either to: Tulsa Audubon Society
P.O. Box 2476
Tulsa, OK 74101

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Tulsa, Oklahoma
Permit No. 2195
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| ' The Mission of the Tulsa |
\‘/ Audubon Society /;\

\‘/ To foster appreciation, enjoyment and stew- /‘\
! ardship of our natural world.

| |
\‘/ We work to achieve this in four ways /‘\

\\ / ®  Promote the conservation of wildlife and |
| the natural environment / ‘\

\‘/ e Provide the opportunity for study and
| observation of birds and all wildlife

\

\1/ e  Contribute to research in the fields of /I\
conservation and ornithology by monetary ‘

\‘ |  support and active participation \

\
/‘\

| /N
e  Educate the public on the need to protect |
\‘ / the environment, and to promote a better |
| public understanding of these natural re- ‘
\‘/ sources |
| /N
~ ~_ ~_
- >~ - > - >~



