
Plan for Mohawk Park revised

Soccer complex, bike track shifted
BY MICHAELOVERALL
World Staff Writer

Almost a year ago, when
local environmentalists object-
ed to a plan to replace some
of the greenery at Mohawk
Park with a soccer complex,
they didn't know whether city
officials would listen.

ªWell, now we know that
they did listen,º John Ken-
nington, president of the Tul-
sa Audubon Society, said
Monday. ªThey listened, and
they responded.º

Making significant changes
to preserve natural habitats,
city officials will present a re-
vised plan this week for up-
dating Mohawk Park, with
the most sweeping changes
to the park since it was first
developed in the 1930s.

Instead of planting soccer

fields in the middle of the
park, where environmentalists
wanted to preserve trees and
grasslands, officials will have
the soccer complex built on
newly acquired land adjacent
to the park.

And a BMX bicycle track,
along with a skateboarding
center, will be built in a part
of the park that has been de-
veloped, instead of cutting in-
to virgin forest.

ªIt's a much, much better
plan than it was before,º Ken-
nington said. ªWe were never
against the idea of a soccer
complex; we just wanted to
find a better place for it.º

He considers the revised
plan such an improvement
that he almost sounds apolo-
getic when he comes to the
word ªbut.º

ªBut while it is better than

it was before, there's still
room for improvement,º Ken-
nington said. ªThere's one
suggestion in particular that
we're going to make.º

Instead of building the
BMX and skateboard facilities
near the old rodeo grounds,
where traffic still has to pass
through some of the most
pristine parts of the park, the
city should build them on the
outskirts of the park, he said.

Perhaps, he suggested,
they could go near the new
location for the soccer fields,
near Mohawk's northwest
corner.

Nature lovers have long
treasured the park as a patch
of virtually undisturbed land
within an easy drive of mid-
town.
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Health-care plan draws
small-business interest
BY MICK HINTON
World Capitol Bureau

OKLAHOMA CITY Ð Thousands
of small-business owners are interest-
ed in a new program to provide sub-
sidized health insurance for employ-
ers with 25 or fewer workers, offi-
cials said Monday.

The program aims to provide
health insurance for the ªworking
poor,º said Sen. Tom Adelson, D-
Tulsa. Of 702,000 Oklahomans with-
out health insurance, 70 percent

have jobs or are family members of
low-paid workers, Adelson said.

Gov. Brad Henry said Monday that
businesses can start signing up for
the program Nov. 1.

Eligible employees must meet in-
come guidelines, with a family of
four earning no more than about
$36,000 a year.

According to the plan, an employer
would provide 25 percent of the cost
of health insurance for the employ-
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Killer: Execute me `tomorrow'
E Sentenced to death for killing a bank guard,
Wade Lay will receive an automatic appeal.

BY BILL BRAUN
World Staff Writer

Wade Lay, formally sentenced
Monday to die by lethal injection
for murdering a bank security
guard 17 months ago, told the
court that he wished his date
with the executioner could be
ªtomorrow.º

District Judge Tom Gillert

scheduled a Dec. 26 execution
date, but an automatic appeal to
the state Court of Criminal Ap-
peals will delay that.

One appeal issue is a request
for a new trial based on Lay's
ex-wife's contention that she
knew one of the jurors who con-
victed and condemned him.

After Gillert sentenced Lay in

accordance with Sept. 28 jury
verdicts, he granted Lay's re-
quest to make a statement.

Lay, who handled his own de-
fense at his murder trial, indicat-
ed that he had rebelled against a
tyrannical government and that
ªI armed myself in resistance to
tyranny.º

ªMy son still thinks I'm right,º
Lay said. ªThe seeds have been
planted. You may not want to ac-
cept that.º

Lay's son, Christopher Lay,
was his accomplice in the failed

bank robbery and shooting of
bank guard Kenneth Anderson.

Wade Lay, 44, said he was
ªnot asking for sympathy, be-
cause I don't deserve it.º

ªI'm sure six or seven years
from now I'll be put to death,º
he said. ªI wish it was tomor-
row.º

Gillert did not respond to Lay's
comments but moved directly to
other cases on his docket.

A court-appointed attorney who
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Suspect is run out of town
E Residents of Red Bird, a
mostly black town, chase
the swastika-tattooed mur-
der suspect into the arms
of the police.

BY ROD WALTON
World Staff Writer

COWETA Ð A homicide suspect
was captured over the weekend after
the bare-chested man Ð sporting sev-
eral racist tattoos Ð escaped into a
mostly black Wagoner County town

and was chased back to police, author-
ities said Monday.

ªHe didn't choose his escape route
wisely,º Red Bird Mayor Eugene Os-
born said.

Jason Bly, 25, remained in the Wag-
oner County Jail on Monday on a
complaint of first-degree murder, Sher-
iff Johnny Cannon said.

He is a suspect in the killing last
week of Roger Minter, a Wagoner
County resident who would have
turned 60 next week, reports show.

Investigators said Minter was beaten
and possibly strangled.
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Chili and
plastic beer
as bad as
the football
Saturday evening, early, was

like a television commercial.
Fall's first gust had blown

down the plain. Windows were
open. It was sweatshirt weather.

I had walked to a friend's house
to watch OU and Baylor play
football on television.

Women are experienced at being
friends and enjoy many activities
together.

Men I know talk or watch or play
sports together, and that's about it.

The OU-Baylor football game
contained scenes that made a
person think that the Sooners'
offensive and defensive coordinators
receive minimum wage.

OU's superb fullback was given a
play to run after 3™ years of
serving as a bouncer.

A Baylor receiver ran wide open
to the end zone to send the game
into overtime.

Chili was served at the football
watch party.

Meat and heat: I once judged a
chili contest in the Brookside
neighborhood.

Here's how that worked.
Cooks stood grinning at bubbling

vats.
Judges sat at a table around the

corner and were brought small
samples.

Between samples, what was left of
the palate was cleared with tastes of
cool sherbet.

What makes a good chili judge?
1. An iron stomach.
2. Somebody who has never been

a chili judge.
Two things separate one crock of

chili from another Ð meat and
heat.

Ingredients were not posted along
with chili samples; otherwise, there
wouldn't have been any judges left.

If meat that had been soaking in
chili overnight tasted strong, it was
strong.

One judge said he tasted buffalo
meat.

There were 20-some entries.
My stomach expanded to almost

twice its normal size and I had to
be driven home, where my second
wife showed great compassion by
keeping me in cool wraps half the
night.

Dud suds: Beer and dark
homemade chili were served at
halftime at the football party.

You never forget a taste that
spins you on your ear, so I cut the
football-party chili with mild grated
cheese.

The beer came in the latest
packaging, a plastic bottle.

What's next? Champagne in a
Thermos? Beer doesn't belong in
plastic.

Prune juice belongs in plastic.
Beer in a plastic bottle looks flat

even before you open it.
Anybody doing a here's-to-football

toast with plastic beer Ð it makes a
crinkling, defeated sound.

Strong chili, plastic beer and a
double-overtime game with Baylor:
Here's to Pepcid Extra Strength.

Jay Cronley 581-8362
jay.cronley@tulsaworld.com

Republican stateSen. Nancy Riley of Tulsa will
join threeother candidateson the campaign
trail for the lieutenant governorÕspost.
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Above, Collin Beats (left) and Ashton Glover fish with makeshift equipment in a creek at Mohawk Park. Nature enthusiasts have succeeded in getting
the city to change plans to develop some of the park's pristine areas but would like even more changes. Below, the Tulsa Audubon Society wants to keep
Mohawk Park attractive to birds.

Jason Bly

He is being held on
a complaint of
first-degree murder.

Karen Raya

She also was
arrested in the
homicide.

Wade
Lay
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