COMMUNITY

MOHAWR PARK

by Dick Sherry

and Recreation Board took

the first step on what may
be a long road to improve the
facilities and image of Mohawk
Park. The Board approved the
formation of a citizen's commit-
tee that became known as the
“Green Ribbon Committee”™,
comprised of several Park
Board members, representa-
tives from the police depart-
ment, the Tulsa World and
Tulsa Tribune, the Chamber of
Commerce, Tulsa Zoo Develop-
ment, Inc. (TZDI1), Mohawk
Nature Center Development,
inc. (MNCDI) and the park
department staff.

In August, 1981, the Tulsa Park

ne of the largest munici-

pal parks in the nation,

Mohawk Park is unde-
niably an invaluable resource to
a city like Tulsa. The improve-
ments that have been made at
the zoo and the development of
the Mary K. Oxley Nature Center
within the past four years have
been significant additions to the
park's facilitics, The area of
focus for the Committee was
that portion of the park outside
the goll course, zoo and nature
center which has been used for
picnics, horseback riding and
other recreational activities in
the past. Unfortunately, this area
has deteriorated over the last
twenty-five vears and little has

been done to counteract this.
The Green Ribbon Committee
went about its task in a syste-
matic and conscientious man-
ner. During the four-month
period the committee worked
on the project, it toured the park,
evaluated the present stas of
Mohawk Park, considered fea-
tures included in major parks in
other cities and worked with the
park department staff to formu-
late a plan for making short-
range basic improvements
and long-range potential
developments.

e final report to the

park board contained a

phased approach (o im-
plementing  the recommeoenda-
tions, Phase 1 tems that could
begin in the spring of this vear
are these: increased  security
through stepped-up patrols, in-
cluding mounted police, a gen-
eral clean-up of park, improved
directional signs and traffic
control and the initiation of a
public relations campaign o
let our community know that
Mohawk Park does have many
positive features,
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